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Pastoral ministry to a child / young person should only take
place in a publicly accessible place e.g. designated office or
room with a clear glass window. The door should always be left
open. The length and number of meetings should be limited.
Clergy, staff and volunteer workers should never plan to be
alone in a building, car or a closed room with a child or young

- person.

Providing accommodation in the parochial house for minors is
prohibited except in the case of family members or children /
young people accompanied by parents or guardians. When the
need for a visit to the home of a child / young person arises,
professional boundaries must be observed at all times.

Ensure that adequate and appropriate supervision is in place be-

. fore organising activities with children and young people.

Written consent must be obtained from parents / guardians be-
fore organising activities for the children / young people in your
care and do establish whether there are any specific medical or
dietary requirements.

Particular care should be taken to ensure that the privacy of
children / young people is respected in places such as swimming
pools, showers, toilets and changing rooms.

When working with children / young people you should take care
to avoid the trap of becoming a “parental figure” or over in-
volved with one particular child. °

All trips organised by groups require careful advanced planning
and a proportionate number of suitable volunteers to provide
adequate supervision. Keep gender balance in mind.

Do not take photographs of children / young people while they
are in changing areas (e.q. a locker room or bathing facility)

Use only age appropriate language, media products and activi-
ties when working with children and young people. Sexually ex-

-- plicit materials or language are never appropriate.

Under no circumstances give alcohol, tobacco or drugs to chil-
dren or young people. :
Physical punishment, emotional or verbal abuse are not permit-
ted under any circumstances.

Ensure that the buildings and/or facilities used for activities with
children and/or young people are suitable, safe and secure.

Deilegate Support Person

Ms. Marian Stack Sr. Helen O’ Riordan
Office: 053 - 9122177 Office: 053-9174972
Maobile: 085 - 1055992 Mobile: 086-3528613

Chitdren are vulnerable and powerfess on certain occasions. At times they
may have difficulties making decisions in matters relating to their personal
safety. As responsible adults we have a special duty of care towards them.



